Original survey information, United Kingdom 1995

Generic information

Name of surve

Family Expenditure Survey (FES)

Responsible institutic

Office for National Statistics (ONS) and OfficeRbpulation Censuses and Surveys (OF

Main objective

The original purpose was to colleqtenditure data for weights for the (consumer)irptéce index; and for national accounts
estimates of consumers’ expenditure. Income datased to identify “Index households” for the rigbaice index. To provide
information on spending patterns for the Retait&ilndex, for analysis of expenditure and incomsgidutions, characteristics o
individuals at various positions in the distributjdax benefit modelling, effects of taxes and fiene

Structure of data sour

Continuous cross-sectional sun

Frequenc Annual (since 1957

Survey year / Way 1995-1996 survey

Coverage Private households in the United Kingdampugation of United Kingdom, with the expection 8tottish Islands and northern
Highlands (i.e. <0.3% of population), homeless fegpeople in care or nursing homes; or in hosfitab 1 month; people in
hostels/halls of residence (students, nurses etuljiren's homes; military, police, their familiesvilians living in military
installations: foreign armed forces, diplomats ptisoners

Sampling

Sampling procedure

Great Britain: multi-stage stratified clustereddam sample (with clustering at the final stage)drdrom the small users file of t|
Postcode Address File - the Post Office's listdufrasses.
Northern Ireland: random sample from addresses fRating and Valuation lists (these are local gorent property registers).

Sample size

6,797 households.

Collection

Collection perio

For the first time in 1995/96, the FES is conduaad financial year basis (April 1995 to March @3¢

Collection mod

Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (C#

Description of instruments

There are three questiora:
- Household Schedule: Information for most of the questions obtained fritva head of household or housewife, but certain
questions of a more individual character put taygpender aged 16 or over. Information collecteouathe household, the sex
and age of each member, and also details abotjitheand size of the household accommodation. Taie part of the
guestionnaire related to expenditure both of a @loalsl and individual nature, but the questions wmeainly confined to expense:
of a recurring nature.
- Income Schedule: Data collected for each household spender. Thedstdeoncerned with income, national insurance
contributions and income tax. Income of a child classed as a spender obtained from one or otltes pfarents and entered on
the parent's questionnaire. Information collecteiuided: employment status and recent absenceswiky earnings of an
employee, self-employed earnings, National Insweamntributions, pensions and other regular all@@anoccasional benefits -
social security benefits and other types, investrirmome, miscellaneous earnings of a ‘once-ohytacter, tax paid directly to
Inland Revenue or refunded, income of a child.
- Diary Records: The diary covered 14 days. Each household mengset 6 or over was asked to record all expendihade
during the 14 days. Children aged between 7 andetB also asked to complete simplified diarieshefrtdaily expenditure.

Definitions

Household

A household comprises one person living alonegooap of people living at the same address having meals @epagether arj
with common housekeeping. Resident domestic se\artincludec

Household head

Person, or the husband of the person whwrs. the household accommodation, or b. is legally resp@nib the rent of th

accommodation, or c. has the household accommodation as@nraent or perquisite, or d. has the household accomnudby

virtue of some relationship to the owner who ismatember of the household.

b

When two members of different sex have equal claim, the nsaiekien as head of household. When two members of the sarhe sex
have equal claim, the elder is taken as head cfdiwmid

Data quality aspects

Non-response err The response rate was 48.4% in Great Britain ané?6@ Northern Irelan

Item non-response / -

imputatior

Weighting The initial set of weights is derived from the Cessionresponse study. The population controls are by fa#e-gge bands, excgpt
for young people where the bands are 10-15, 16-17 and 18qtdfoa the 85 and over who are consolidated into one band} The
control totals are the Government Actuary’s Departmenstimates for the mid-year population, adjusted to allow tiog
nonhousehold population. The adjustment factors are leddclifrom the proportion living in private households farck age/sgx
band in the 1991 Censt

Labour market information

Eligibility Individuals aged 16 and old

Employment ILO employment definition.

Income

Reference period Financial year 1995-96. Incoma deg mainly current. Self-employment income issbasn the most recent
period for which figures are available; in someesathis may be several years prior to the inten

Unit of time Information on earnings, pensions aedédits is asked for referring to the last pay @eiweek, 4-week, month, etc.). Informatipn

collected allows calculation of both ‘current’ angdual’ earnings and an estimate of annual earningestment income and self:
employment income are typically measured over ab®th retrospective perio

Unit of collection

Individual for most income souscghousehold for those items strictly relatinghte €welling, such as rent, Council Tax, charge|
income from sublettint

Taxes and contributio

Amounts are collected gross of taxes and contobsttogether with detailed info on taxes and cbuatibns

Restrictions

Additional remarks

Additional remarks

Source: [1] Robustness Assessment Report on Income DisinibData for the United Kingdom. Margaret Froszte§ocial Security
Department DSS. [2] Family Expenditure Survey U3ecumentation 1995/96.



