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From inequality 
to strenghtening power vertical

u Introduction: history, civilization and extreme inequalities 

u 1- Extreme inequality: theory and math 

u 2- Extreme inequality today: are they back? 

u 3- Wealth is back: repatrimonialization

u 4- Extreme consequences in the world

u Conclusion: The treats of the 21st century and a new hope  
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Introduction: 

history, civilization and extreme inequalities 
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Gini = 0 in case of 

òperfectó equality, 

& 1 in case of òperfect 

inequalityó => 

one single individual 

possesses everything

The 60 % less affluent pop

cumulate 36 % of the tot 

income

Income in 

Luxembourg 

(hfcs 2010)

Gini = 0.34

Wealth in 

Luxembourg 

(hfcs 2010)

Gini = 0.64

Zipf distribution

(Pharaoh)

Gini = 0.85

Gini of income = 0.20

Č the world lowest

Gini of income = 0.35

Č European nations

Gini of income = 0.45

Č the U.S.

Gini of income = 0.60

Č Brazil

Gini of wealth = 0.65

Č European nations

Gini of wealth = 0.80

Č the U.S.



Introduction: civilization and (in)equality
u Commonsense: civilization is a process of equalization

(welfare state development, Golden age, Wirtschaftswunder, TrenteGlorieuses, 
blurring social class borders, increasing social mobility, etc.)

u Archeology: civilization is intrinsically characterized by inequality 
(criteria of civilization are Cities, labor specialization, concentration of surplus production, 
class structure, state organization, along with monuments, trade, art, writing and math) 
Charles L Redman, The Rise of Civilization : From Early Farmers to Urban Society in the 
Ancient Near East, San Francisco, Freeman, 1978, p. 277.

u The new Walter {ŎƘŜƛŘŜƭΩǎbook (jan2017): 
great civilizations show high (& increasing?) levels of inequality 

u In period of peace or social rest, inequality remain high and stable
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Introduction: civilization and (in)equality
u The new Walter {ŎƘŜƛŘŜƭΩǎbook: 

four horsemen of the reduction of inequality

u Wars, Epidemics, Revolutions, State collapse
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Albrecht Dürer 1498.

The Four Horsemen, 

in Johannes (Saint), 

Book of Revelation 

(6:1ð8)

Inequality trends in Europe 

(Scheidel p 87)

time

And now?



Introduction: civilization and (in)equality
u The new Walter {ŎƘŜƛŘŜƭΩǎbook: 

four perspectives in the reduction of inequality

u Wars, Epidemics, Revolutions, State collapse
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Albrecht Dürer 1498.

The Four Horsemen, 

in Johannes (Saint), 

Book of Revelation 

(6:1ð8)

Inequality trends in Europe 

(Scheidel p 87)

time

And now?
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Inequality trends in the U.S. 

(Scheidel p 110)

time

And 

now?
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1- Extreme inequality: theory and math



The theory: A άƴŜǿέ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΥ 
forget Quételet, learn Pareto

u Farewell to the theory of average (hu)man (Quetelet, Halbwachs)

u Welcome(back) to extreme society 
(Pareto, Nielsen)
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1848-1922
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Nielsen, Franois. 2007. ñEconomic 

Inequality, Pareto, and Sociology: 

The Route Not Taken.ò. American 

Behavioral Scientist 50 (5): 619ï

638.

Adolphe Quételet

1796-1874
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1.   The �=�L�S�I�·�Vpyramidal model of extreme inequality  

Gini index = 0.847

Share top 10% = 87.5%

Share top 1% = 75.0%

Share top 0.1% = 62.5%


