Norway 2000: Survey |nformation

Summary table

Genericinformation

Name of survey

Income Distribution Survey / Inntekts- og formuesundersgkel sen for
husholdninger (IF)

I nstitution responsible

Statistics Norway

Frequency Annual

Survey year / Wave 2000

Collection period 2001

Survey structure Cross-sectional

Coverage Resident population in private households

Geographic information | National level plus size of municipality

Filesdelivered Onefilefor individual level data, which also includes household level
information

Samplesize

Households 12,919 interviewed households

Individuals 34,851 individuds

Sampling

Sampling design Stratified SRS (so-called net worth sample)

Sampling frame Total Population Register

Questionnaires

Questionnaire (telephone interview) and administrative registers

Standard classifications

Education

National education classification, correspondence with 1-digit ISCED

Occupation No information
Industry No information
Income

Reference period

Calendar year 2000

Unit of collection

Individual; most variables are then aggregated to the household level

Period of collection

Y early income

Gross/net

Variables are recorded gross of taxes and contributions, the latter two being

recorded separately

Data editing / processing

Consistency checks

Extensive checks

Weighting

Theweight inflatesto total population

Imputation

Not needed since register data




This document is based upon information from the webste of Statistics Norway, page:
http://www.ssb.no/english/subjects/05/01/ithus_en/ (English verson) or
http://www.ssb.no/emner/05/01/ifhus/ (Norwegian version).
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A. General characteristics

Officid name of the survey/data source:
Income Didtribution Survey (IDS) / Inntekts- og formuesundersgkelsen for
husholdninger (IF)

Adminigraive Unit regpongble for the survey:
Statistics Norway (SSB)

Division for Income and Wage Statistics (420).

Oslo:

Visiting address: Kongens gate 6, Oslo

Postal address: P.O.B 8131 Dep, N-0033 Oslo
Phone: +47-2109 0000

Fax: +47-21094973

Kongsvinger:

Visiting address: Oterveien 23

Postal address: N-2225 Kongsvinger
Phone: +47 - 62 83 50 00

Fax: +47 - 628850 30

| E-mail: sh@ssb.no




Purpose and use of the survey

The purpose of the ddidics is to present income measurements as living standard
indicators and data that measure the economic resources households have for saving and
consumption. The datistics dso present generd income trends and income digtribution
among different types of households.

The firg Income Didribution Survey was conducted in 1958, but has undergone severd
changes since then. It is not automatically possble to compare the results from the oldest
surveys with the newer surveys in the area In 1982 interviews were conducted for the
fird time to chat the compostion of households, while in the past only information from
the Centrd Population Register was used. The survey became annua beginning with the
1984 income year. In the 1990s the survey was greatly expanded thanks to access to more
income-related adminidrative data. Beginning with the survey for the 1993 income year,
it was possble to obtain al income data from the persond tax return in dectronic form,
while in the past the income data was obtained in the form of paper forms from the
individud tax offices.

B. Population, sampling size and sampling methods
Coverage

The population for the Income and Property Survey is dl persons registered as living in
Norway at 31 December during the survey year, with the exception of certain resdents of
inditutions.

Samplesze

The table bdow shows the deveopment in the number of households included in the
populations of the annua income distribution surveysfor the years 1986,1991,1995,2000.

Y ear [Number of households

1986 |4 975

19918 072

1995/10 127

200012 919




Sampling design

Until 1993 the population was bascaly obtained from the pand population of the
Income Didribution Survey and the Survey of Consumer Expenditure totaling atogether
around 3-4,000 households. Every four years the population was expanded with the
Living Conditions Survey and the survey then included around 56,000 households. From
1994 and ever since the population has conssted of the panel population of the Income
Didribution Survey, the Income and Property Survey for Self-Employed Persons and the
revolving subject Living Conditions Surveys. This has made it possble to expand the
survey to cover between 10-15,000 households.

C. Data collection and acquisition

Data collection period

Data were collected during 2001.

Survey insdruments

Data were collected mogtly from computer-aided teephone interviews (CATI) with the
sdected persons and their household. The interview was only about the household

compostion.

In case of nonresponse on household compostion during interviews, information about
family compostion is taken from Statisics Norway's Population Database (married
couples with and without children/cohabitants with joint children) and partnerships (joint
property) from the tax return statitics.

Survey data were aso collected from adminidtrative data registers and from tax return
forms. The adminidrative data registers used contain information about, eg., income,
taxes and transfer payments for each income year.

The main source of income and property data is the persond tax return obtained from the
Directorate of Taxes. In addition, this datais linked to income and biologica data from:

The Centra Population Register (marital status etc.)
Tax satistics for personal taxpayers (taxes, net income etc.)
Wage sum datigtics (unemployment and various tax-free transfers)

Nationa Insurance Adminigtration (basic and supplementary benefit, cash benefit
etc.)

Minigtry of Socid Affars (socid assstance)



Statistics Norway's register of the population's highest education (highest
completed education)

State Education Loan Fund (loans, stipends, debts)

Norwegian State Housing Bank (housing adlowance)

D. Definition of the survey units
Data were collected both at the person and household level.

Reference person

A housskesping unit can contain one or severd family units. If there is only one family
unit, the reference person is the person who has the highest earnings induding pensons,
if there is more than one family unit the reference person of the housekeeping unit is the
reference person from the “dominated” family unit (family unit with children or
cohabiting).

E. Contents

The survey mainly collects detistics on income and property. Besides this, there is some
demographic information.

F. Quality of data
Non-response

In case of nonresponse on household compostion during interviews, information about
family compostion is taken from Satisics Norway's Population Database (married
couples with and without children/cohabitants with joint children) and partnerships (joint
property) from the tax return datistics. Apart from the household compostion, the survey
is therefore not affected by the non-response.

Weighting

The population of the Income Didribution Survey is weghted with the hep of a
cdibration program. This method of esimation permits the population to show the same
aggregates familiar from the regiser datistics (for the population) for selected variables.



This gpplies to the different persond incomes and net wedth. The weight sums up to the
population size.

Collection and processing errors

The most important primary data are obtained from the tax returns. They can contan
errors made by the individud taxpayer who fills out the forms. A number of the errors are
discovered and corrected by the tax offices. The control syslem used uncovers erors
when there are logica bresks in the forms.

Errors that do not have a practica bearing on the tax return are often not corrected by the
tax offices, caudng discrepancies in the maerid. In paticular smal amounts under the
tax-free limit are frequently left sanding even though they are not filled out correctly.

A number of data collection and processng errors are unavoidable. These include coding
erors, revison errors, data processing errors, etc. Comprehensive efforts have been made
to minimize these errors, and we regard these types of errorsto be relatively inggnificant.

Frame errors

In addition errors can occur when persons who have not answered the household
interview actudly have a different household compostion than the one found in the
register.

Spatid comparability and comparability over time

The Income Didribution Survey has gone through severd sgnificant changes up through
the years. This is due in part to changes in the andlyss unit (1982) and in part to changes
in the income concept as a result of changes in the tax system and access to new income
components fromregisters.

A more detailed description of changes that have taken place in the income concept since
1986 is given in NOS C581 Income and Property Statistics for Households 1986-1996.

Coherence

The data bass is virtudly identicd with register-based income datigtics. This datistic is a
complete enumeration and can therefore provide more detailed datistics for smal groups.
The regigter-based datigic can, however, not give figures for the households. The data
areidentical with the basis of the LOTTE tax modd for a particular year.

Control and revison




Consgency controls are undertaken by comparing information from different sources
(tax return datistics and tax datigtics). Further condstency controls are done for sdf-
employed persons by comparing information from tax returns with trading Satements.

G. Usesof thesurvey

The man usars ae the Minidry of Fnance, Minidry of Hedth and Socid Affairs
Minigry of Children and Family Affars, Minisry of Labour and Government
Adminidration, and research inditutes in the areas of household economics, tax research
and living conditionsin generd.

The tax modd LOTTE is updaed annudly with data from the Income and Property
Survey for households.

Publications

NOS C581 Income and Property Statistics for Households 1986- 1996

Forskjeller i levekar - bidrag til stortingsmelding

Inntekt, skatt, overfaringer 1999 (SA 28)

Eldrei Norge (SA 32)

Socia Survey 2000 (SA 35)

J. Epland: Endringer i forddingen av husholdningsinntekt: 1986-1996 (Rapporter 98/17)

J. Epland (1998) Inntekt etter skatt. Revigon av inntektsregnskapet i inntekts- og
formuesundersakel sen for husholdninger. Notater 98/43

V. Pedersen (1998) Income Distribution Survey 1995. Documentation. Notes 98/11.

Poverty and income distribution

The decile retios as reported from the origind survey are the following:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
2000 37 56 67 76 85 94 103 114 131 238



