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Summary table

Genericinformation

Name of survey

Dutch Socio-Economic Panel / Sociaal -echonomisch panel onderzoek (SEP)

Institution responsible

Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek

Frequency Annual

Survey year / Wave 2000

Callection period April 2000

Survey structure Longitudinal and cross-sectional

Coverage Private householdsin the whole territory

Geographic information | Collected, but not availableto LIS

Filesdelivered One persond levd file

Samplesize

Households 5007 interviewed households EDIT

Individuals 9119 interviewed and 706 non-interviewed individuals aged 16 and over.

Sampling

Sampling design Two-stage sample in 1984: first stage sample of municipalities, second stage
sample of addresses. The sample designed to be self-weighting. New households
are added each wave to compensate for attrition

Sampling frame Basic Geographic Register containing all post addresses.

Questionnaires

The SEP survey instrumentsinclude: computer assisted (CAPI) household
guestionnaires (demographics and general part on living conditions) and
individual questionnairesfor a maximum of six household members.

Standard classifications

Education

7 different national categories

Occupation national coding : Dutch standard occupational classification, 1992)
Industry 3-digit NACE-standard

Income

Reference period Calendar year 1999

Unit of collection Mostly individual, someincome sources at the household level
Period of collection Yealy

Gross/net

Variables are recorded gross of taxes and contributions.

Data editing / processing

Consistency checks

Yes

Weighting

Longitudinal individual weights only. The weight adjusts demographic and
geographic characteristics of the sample to the population.

Imputation

No




This document draws extensively upon the following document: “ The Socio- Economic

Pand Survey: content, desgn and organization”, Voorburg/Heerlen, Centra Bureau of

Satistics 1991. Very comprehensve documentation (available in Dutch language only)
can further beconsulted a: htt p: / / ww. scp. nl / m ss/ sep. ht m
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A. General Characteristics

Officid name of the survey/data source:
Sociaa Economisch Pandlonderzoek
Socio-Economic Pand Survey

Adminigrative unit responsble for survey

Centraal Bureau voor de Statistiek (CBS)
Statistics Netherlands
Statistical Analysis Department

Kloosterweg 1
6401CZ Heerlen Netherlands

Phone +33(0)45-5706000
Fax +33(0)45-5727440

E-MAIL Address info@cbs.nl

History and Purpose of the Survey




In 1984, Statistics Netherlands (CBS) sarted the Socio-Economic Pane (SEP) survey. In
this survey around 5000 households are followed over time. For that purpose, al
household members aged sSxteen or over ae periodicaly questioned about topics
concerning the socio-economic Situation of the household.

Until 1990 two waves were carried out annualy (in April and in October). As of 1990,
the households are questioned only once per year (in April). The SEP includes topics like
education, income, assets, accommodation, sdf-reported measures of wdl-being, and the
possession of durable goods. Depending on the topic, questions are asked to one member
of the household (preferably the head of the household) or to al members of the
household aged sixteen or over. Important persond information is collected for dl
members of the household, including those less than sixteen years old.

Main users of the survey

The main usars of the data collected in the survey are: government agencies, universities,
research indtitutes and Eurostat.

B. Population, sample size and sampling methods

Sampling Desgn

The April 1984 SEP sample is a two-stage address sample. In the fird dage
municipdities are sdected with a chance proportiond to the number of resdents, with
large municipdities being sdected (chance 1). Addresses are sdected within these
municipdities such that the chance of eventudly being sdected is equa for dl addresses.
All the households living a one address (with a maximum of three) are included in the
pand. Persons in detention, inditutions and homes are not included in the sample. Since
every member of a household who is 16 or more participates, the sample may aso be said
to be a individud sample in which every person in the Netherlands who is not in
detention, an inditution or a home has the same chance of being salected.

This means that the SEP may be seen as a sample of Dutch private households covering
gpproximately 5,000 households. To achieve this end, in 1984 a gross sample of 7,500
addresses was sdected initiadly, based on the nonresponse percentage obtained in the
pilot study (september 1983). Account was taken of the fact that the non-response would
be less because respondents are rewarded for participation in the survey itsdf. In view of
the high nonresponse to the firds wave (gpproximatey 48%) and the atrition in
subsequent waves it was necessary in both 1985 and 1986 to recruit additional addresses.
Although there were some additions to the pand due to natura increase, this was not
aufficient to keep the size of the pand continudly a the level of gpproximady 5,000
households. Automatic growth occursin the following cases

— If one or some members of a household leave it to form an independent household,

ather done or with others, which is aso included in the pand.



— If one or some members of a household have attained the age of 16 years since the last
wave, which means that they too will fill out aquestionnaire.

More than 2,000 addresses were added for the October 1985 SEP and a total of more than
3,100 for April and October 1986. The new addresses were distributed on each occasion
over the sample municipdities in proportion to the number of addresses in the basic
sample. In principle the sample municipdities remain the same, but it has become evident
in prectice that municipdities other than the origind sample ones have a number of
sample addresses within their borders. This is caused by the fact that persons that move to
municipdities other than those in the origind sample are followed and continue to

participate.

In order to maintain the pand sze a the levd of 5000 households after 1986, new
addresses must be added continualy. This too was done using the Basic Geographic
Regiger, GBR ("Geografisch Bads Regige™), which contans dl the postd (PTT)
addresses as a January 1st of a particular year. For the SEP waves for April 1987, April
1988, April 1989 and 1990 no new addresses were added (the net sample size would have
risen above the 5,000 mark). An extra 570 addresses were added for October 1987, 400
for October 1988 and for October 1989 dightly less than 400 additiona were required.

In the following years, the dropout was each time compensated by drawing and adding
new additional households.

Weghting procedure

The SEP data are the result of a net sample of origindly 4000 and as of April 1986
around 5000 private households in the Netherlands. Of those households, al persons aged
16 and over are interviewed. Due to nortresponse (48%) a the start of the survey in 1984
and due to a larger atrition than growth in the number of respondents in later waves,
households have regularly been added to the sample to keep the sample at the desred sze
of 5000 households. As a result of this, the representativeness of the sample with respect
to the target population has decreased. To correct for this effect, the SEP data need to be
weighted at the bads of population data from the population statistics. As the SEP sample
does not include people living in inditutions, the population statistics have been corrected
for this. Data from the Socio-Economic Pane Survey may be used for both cross
sectionad and longitudina research (when two or more waves are used). For the sake of
convenience, a st of weights have been constructed thet may be used for both cross
sectiond and longitudind  research purposes. To do the re-weighting, the following
variables are used: Sze of municipaity, age, sex, and marita Status. The categories that
are congtructed for each variable are:

Size of muniapdity:

- less than 100,000 inhabitants

- 100,000 - 200,000 inhabitants
- 200,000 inhabitants and more
Age



- ageOthru 15
- age 16 thru 24
- age 25thru 34
- age 35 thru 49
- age50thru 64
- age 65 or over
Sex:

- mdes

- femdes
Marita satus.

- married

- not married.

A two-way table has been composed of the variables age, sex, and maritd Status, which
consgts of 24 categories (6 X 2 x 2). In the weighting procedure, al pane members who
have participated in a least one of the April waves are e-weighted smultaneoudy. Thus,
each separate April cross section has the correct margina didtribution of the re-weighting
variables mentioned above. Following the same procedure, the sample has dso been re-
weighted with respect to longitudind populations of every two consecutive years. Thus,
the number of longitudind populations is equa to N-1 cross-sectiond April waves.
Teking the avallability of population data into account, the longitudind pand sub
samples have only been weighted with respect b the Stuation at the end of each period.
So, for longitudina populations of two consecutive years t and t+1, people aged O at t+1
have been removed from the data set. Accordingly, for the longitudind population of
April 1984 up to the Nth April wave, the age categories that could not be part of the
population of April 1984 because they were not yet born are removed from the data set.
In this way, eventudly, the same number of cross-sectional sub samples is congtructed, as
there are pane sub samples. When using the weights, these pand sub samples dso have
the correct margind digtribution with respect to the re-weighting varigbles used. The SEP
data concern the Stuation on 1 April. For the population tables used, the Stuation on 1
January of the year in question has been taken as a starting point. The weights of both the
cross-sectiond sub samples and the pand sub samples have an average vaue of 1.

C. Data Collection and Acquisition

The data collection for the 1999 survey took place in April ad was completed in
September 2000. The data was collected through a face-to-face interview usng a
computer-asssted questionnaire (CAPI); there was however dso a posshility to use
PAPI questionnaire for the income questions.

The questionnaire is organized by household and consists of three parts:

A. Household box for demographic varigbles
B. Generd part on living conditions (household questionnaire)



C. Persond quedtionnaire for dl household members of 16 years and over, up to a
maximum of 6 members

Paticipation in the survey was voluntarily and the participants privacy protected. All
data files rdleased by CBS ae lidble to privacy regulations. Contracts for users dso
contain privacy regulations for the use of data.

Every household member was required to answer the questions him/her sdf. Proxy
answvers are not alowed. Respondents were asked to consult or use pay records, tax
returns, etc. to help provide accurate information and 80-85% of the respondents used
records to help them answer the income questions.

D. Definition of the survey units

Basic unit of aggregation

The household is the basic unit of aggregation, but the micro data files are organized on a
persond leve. Household variables such as household compostion or income are added
to the record of each household member. A household is defined as a group of two or
more persons who live together in a domestic Situation and conduct a joint household, as
well as a person who conducts an independent household on his own account.

Head of survey unit

For married couples the husband is deemed to be the head of the household and in one-
parent families the parent. In other cases the head of the household is the person who is
considered to be such by the members of the household. If this is gill unclear, the owner
or person renting the dwelling, the cost winner or the oldest member of the household are
deemed, in that order, to be the head of the household.

Children

Natural offspring, adopted- and stepchildren are coded as “child’, provided they are
never married or do not have children of their own. In those instances they are coded as
“married or formerly married child’. It is possble to diginguish between the children of
the survey unit head or spouse and a child of other members of the household (see coding
list above).

Spouse
A spouse is legdly married to the head of unit. Cohabitation receives a separate code, but

these groups may be combined if necessary.
E. Contents
The SEP provides information on the following subjects

a.  Demographic data
b. Timeuse



Income

Consumption

Savings, wedlth and debts
Perception of prosperity.
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The degree of detal in which information is sought varies Not al the SEP waves ask
guestions on the same information.

Since 1990 the SEP has been organised around a number of blocks of so-cdled "key
vaiables'. Thee key vaiables are sdected from the variables included in the survey in
the 1984-1985 period. The SEP quedtionnaire may include incidentd questions on
subjects, which may not have been included earlier, or additiond questions on existing
topics. This option was employed, for ingance, for the topic of Saving and Debts and in
the project "Socid insecurity and the effectiveness of the socid security sysem”
conducted by the Socid Science Research Indtitute, IVA ("Ingtituut voor sociad-
wetenschappelijk onderzoek™).

Demographic data

Each wave determines the following datafor al members of the household:
— pogtion in the household

- X

date of birth

marital status

number of personsin the household

— themunicipdity in which the household lives.

A number of household variables can be derived from these data, including:
— the age of the membersin years,

— the composition of the household,

— the stage of development of any nuclear family living in the household,
regiond classification, such as degree of urbanisation, province, digtrict and so on.

Time use

Two forms of time use, which may be deemed to congtitute production are of interest for
the SEP, namely paid work and domestic production.

For many individuds paid work is the main source of income. The time devoted to this,
working time, is thus an important varigble in the survey. The information obtained to
date from the SEP about time use is redtricted to paid work and travel to and from work.
In principle it is possble for questions to be included on productive time use, which is
not classfied as pad work. An example would be time spent on so-cdled domestic
production in the form of do-it-yourself activities and other activities in the home,

Income



The SEP is one of the sources of information in the fidd of socid security. It can provide
up-to-date information on the use made of socid security provisons and the income
mutations arisng from this and it can furnish information, which is only avalable from
surveys (rdationships between benefit, household and living dStuations, educetion,
occupation and so on). The SEP is paticulaly suitable for information where the
longitudind aspect is essentid (length of the period in which benefit is received, the
chance of recidivism and the incidence of the smultaneous use of different schemes).

The SEP can dso be used to measure transfers of income which are not normally covered
by the usud CBS datidics on persond income digtribution, but which contribute to the
redigribution of wedth. These trandfers are usudly between and within households (for
indance, dlowances for children who ae dudying, dimony payments (incduding for
children), maintenance of close rdatives gifts and inheritances, board and lodging
payments and contributions to the common “kitty" for household expenses. In this fidd
the SEP is the only source of information avalable in the Netherlands. The information
obtained on money flows within one household can be used to categorize households
according to the degree to which they "share’, i.e. the degree to which within the
household income can be conddered as a collective or as an individua good. This
information is important in determining which income unit is the mogs suitable for
andyss and the extent to which the consumption ability of the various members of the
household differs from one to the other. Lemmens (1988b) discusses a number of these
transfers between and within households.

Consumption

Integrated measurement of the scope of expenditure and its detailed breskdown is not
possble with the SEP. Information on tota consumption can in principle be obtained by
subtracting savings (including capitd gains) from income.

Indicators for household consumption can in principle be derived from data on household
conveniences. The SEP provides information for this purpose on the purchase and
possession of durables and on the housing Situation.

Savings, wealth and debts

The sums associated with saving and use of credit schemes (wedth mutaions, interest
and repayments) form, together with income, the financid money flows of the household.
Genera information on this subject is gathered in dl SEP waves. The April 1987 wave in
particular looked in some depth a wedth leves, the 1988 wave a saving (mutetions in
wedth as a result of net savings and exchange fluctuations) and the April 1989 wave &
debt Stuations.

The financid transactions of households can be dudied, particularly with regard to the
relaionship between income, income development, age and stage of family development,
and so on.

Perception of prosperity



The measurement of dtitudes in the SEP is primaily directed towards the individud
gtuation in the past, present and future (expectations) concerning work, unemployment,
income, purchasng power and time use It aso includes information on planned
expenditure, reactions of the consumer in terms of expenditure to income mutations, and
savings and credit intentions. Another mgor aspect of consumer behaviour is financid
management within the household; this is concerned chiefly with how the process of
weighing up the pros and cons leads to decison making about the choice between buying
consumer aticles and saving, and how decisons are taken concerning the scope and
compostion of so-cdled household production. The vadue assgned to leisure time,
income trandfer in the socid security framework (contributions and benefit), and taxation
are not yet included in the SEP. This could provide insght into the relaionship between
the individud utility function and the vaue assgned to the (inditutionalised) process of
redistributing income.

F. Quality of the data

Non-response

Severd forms of non-response occur in the SEP. Firdly, there is the initid non-response,
when households are gpproached initidly for the survey; for the SEP this figure is around
50%.

The second form of nonrresponse is what is known as pand dtrition: respondents from a
previous wave are no longer willing to participate in the survey. For the SEP, there is a
large permanent core of persons who are willing to participate in the survey on a regular
basis.

A third form of nonresponse is the "temporary”" nonresponse. This refers to households
or individuds who usudly do not respond to one, or sometimes more, waves but
subsequently participate in further waves. This temporary nortresponse is specific to
pand research. In households this may occur where the canvassers found no one a home
on three occasons, or because of persond circumstances. In the event of illness there
may not be anyone in the household who is free to receive the canvasser. Circumstances
such as this may aso be the cause of temporary nonresponse on the part of individuas.
If a household refuses to continue with the pand it is never gpproached agan to

participate.

A fourth type of nonresponse is that where respondents (either conscioudy or
unconscioudy) complete only pat of the questionnaire, which means that certain data
(not necessarily the same data in each wave) remain unknown: this is known as partid
non-response. If this relates to questions on income, an imputation is carried out which
enables figures for the net income of households and individuas to be determined.



In the SEP a higher degree of willingness to participate is obtained by giving respondents
the assurance that no individualy recognissble information will be published or furnished
to persons or bodies requesting information. Moreover, households that participate
receive a gift a the end of the survey. Paticularly for a pand survey such as the SEP, it
is essentid to minimise attrition between waves because then the rdiability of the data
increases if more than one wave isincluded in an analysis.

Item and Group nort response rates

Because the sample is drawn from a list of addresses, nothing is known of the sampled
but not interviewed households that are not dready in the pand. Information of pand
attrition can be obtained from previous waves.

Overdl response rates

SEP'85 |
Fieldwork during oktober 1985 |
Respons 11.838 persons; 4.343 households |
SEP'87 |
Fieldwork during oktober 1987 |
Respons 13.875 persons; 5.208 households |
SEP'89 |
Fieldwork during oktober 1989 |
Respons 13.716 persons; 5.319 households |
SEP'91 |
Fieldwork during april 1991 |
Respons 11.278 persons; 4.825 households |
SEP'92 |
Fieldwork during april 1992 |
Respons 13.426 persons; 5.347 households |
SEP'93 |
Fieldwork during april 1993 |
Respons 13.078 persons; 5.184 households |
SEP'94 |
Fieldwork during april 1994 |




Respons

13.029 persons; 5.187 households

SEP'95

Fieldwork during

april 1995

Respons

12.791 persons; 5.109 households

SEP'96

Fieldwork during

april 1996

Respons

12.897 persons; 5.179 households

SEP'97

Fieldwork during

april 1997

Respons

12.584 persons; 5.050 households

SEP'98

Fieldwork during

april 1998

Respons

12.373 persons; 4.963 households

SEP'99

Fieldwork during

april 1999

Respons

12.516 persons; 5.023 households

SEP'00

Fieldwork during

2000

Respons

12.445 persons; 5008 households

Sub-group non-response

Persons may not be willing to fill in the persond quedtionnaire, in which case dl
information from that specific person is lacking. This lack of information is
indicated in the survey. It is specified if the heed of household or another adult

aged 16 or over is entirdy missng from the household.

Item non-response

Item non-response is present, and is coded as system missing.

Interna checks

Internal checks for consistency errors for data have been made.

Other



Hot deck or cold deck imputation for income variables have not been conducted, neither
was other adjustments made for non-response. There was no top or bottom coding.

Data on education, labour market and household varigbles are obtained through open
questions, while coding is done to a large extent automaticaly through word-recognition
coding of educetion is based on a retrogpective of al courses snce primary school. Pand
members are asked to report additiona courses since the previous wave. This information
is added to a database of former information to detect changes in the highest level of
education obtained. Questions with regard to labour market variables are repeated each
year with comparison between waves interndly. In a pand box movements in or out of
the household since the previous wave are obtained.



